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Elite: Hierarchy of nobles (Kings and Lords) o
2ntice farmer (14 ha grazing)

‘& Regularly undermined by political strife, weather
and disease.

Source: JFeehan(2003). Farming in Ireland. History, Heritage and Environment. University College Dublin.



‘Gaelic Pastoral System

azing systems (no meadowing)
also pigs, sheep, horses

a. Home farm and summer
. and foothills). Mountain

Ing open to all
diet: >20 milk drinks, curds, butter and

tead: fertile ground for cultivation (<1%of
holding), outfield for grazing, access to common
lands and water

e Monasteries: Arable important

Source: JFeehan(2003). Farming in Ireland. History, Heritage and Environment. University College Dublin.
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E Anglo -Norman
Tradition (East): Better
solls, arable, cattle and
sheep, large open field
system/village
settlement

e Gaelic Tradition
(West/South -West):
predominantly gaelic
pastoralism (in decline),
no nucleated settlement
(monasteries exception)

Regions
- Gaelic Tradition
Mixed Middle Nation

- Anglo-Norman Heritage
North East Scots English
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e Mixed Tradition
(Midlands): Mixed
solls, arable, livestock,
village settlement.
More intensive than
gaelic areas. Local
variation.

E Scots-English
Tradition (North -
West): New
Plantations

Regions

I Gaelic Tradition
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e | zh e (J 1600 WOODLANDS

Landscape a mix of
open pasture,
wood pasture,
woodland and
ebb and flow of
scrubland.

Large areas of
peatlands and
wetlands

CONTOUR SO0 FEET

40 MILES

Source: E. McCracken (1959). The woodlands of Ireland Circa 1600. Irish Historical Studies. 11 (6) pp 27296



650-1699

abandoned.

|l and ol ay wast e
nsive areas reverted to scrub.

vely rapid recovery

export later half of century: cattle, wool,
utter and fish (2,000 tons salmon/year),
larg antities of timber

End of century
~ A Population grew to 1 million
A Land privatised




1 8th Century

Icultural revolution

0 : staple diet for 75% of pop.
y unenclosed at beginning of century.
Ic system still prevalent in western areas

nd disappears 0 pipe staves, barrels,
charcoal for ironworks (10-15% in 1600s to approx.
1% in 1800s)

e Turn to peatlands for fuel.



TR

19t Century

owing population (1M 1600 to 8.1M

id dependant on potato for

bsistence .
clamation schemes and further enclosure
Ha potatoes, oats as cash crop

elic pastoralism on marginal land replace by
pastoral estatesd large expanses grazed
py cattle managed by few herders (large sheep
nerds in limestone lowlands)

e Large Demesne Estate® mixed agriculture
(better soils)




century: Clachan system
(Rundale)

on marginal land
centre

clos (oats and potatoes), outfield,
ommon grazing  shareholders allocated
bercollopf6 of or sustainabl e g

d and sand used as fertiliser

e supplemented by cottage industries (weaving,
sale of turf, seaweed)

\A Population increase, breakdown in system o

~ overstocking, soil impoverishment

A Sub division of land, smaller more fragmented holdings
ADependenlamperon p@ot at o




mine (1845-1849): Disaster

waliting to happen
edy, socio-economic watershed
Ing political repercussions

op decline 1841 (8,196,597) to 1861 (5,798,967)

llion died, >1 million emigrated

ecurring blight, famine (west)1879, 18891890
modelling of Irish Agrlculture ¥




Post Famine

tle and sheep doubled

cottish Black F
indlords under political and economic

A 130,000 landlords in 1870, 500,000 tenants

A By 1933 6M ha changed hands to make 450,000
holdings



estéd Districts Board and
Jdhe Western Problem!

In 1891 in response to socieeconomic

ral development and
ulture

ulsory purchase to redistribute
Into viable holdings

) ladder farm replace more informal clachan

. holding of 9 -12ha
a potential arable and commonage grazing

A Farms with regular fields, new farmhouses and
roadways

E oModel of social refor m:
progressive, agenda determined by local and regional
n e e deeban2003



19405-2010

nd intensification of agriculture
mental consequences

-Headage paym
ck numbers .
ature value farmland areas still remain
d on Gaelic tradition areas of 17" century
inal land

hit areas during the Famine

A The congested district areas of the early 20" century

A Ravaged by unsustainable grazing practices, direct result of
CAP headagepayments

d unsustainable growth in

ATlI me we had a sustainabl e sol

ut



ST
dyaditional Management of HNV

Areas?

alism, Clachan-Rundale, CBD-Ladder
e, disease to |mproved SOCIO-

rrent conservatl N management advocates
ditional management technigues.

Jinally developed to meet needs of people
hin the prevailing regional environmental
1straints.

ectiveness of traditional management practices?

Marrying science with traditional knowledge to
develop sustainable management practices.

E HNV Areas not fossilised
£ The current situation




HNV Farmland Regions
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