ENGLISH & WELSH
COMMONS

N\ fOR Co
"’\W%
Q
> >
S S

A gathering of those across Great Britain

with a stake in pastoral commons

Brussels: November 2015



First accounts of Commons
listed areasof common
pastures in the Domesday Book

1000 years of commons

Early loml enclosures increase and
common paturesdecrease. The
establishment of changesto private

The 1866 Metropolitan
Commaons Act Helped
save commonsinand
around London acting as
"the Greenlungs"

The 1925 Law of Property’s Act
protected (some) unfenced
commonsand required
ministerial approval for fencing

property created agistment for the whole population e or other works that impeded access
1066 -1400 1400- 1800 1801-1850 1851-1900 1901-1925
Statute of Merton - 1235 ™1 Manor Courts = The 1845 Inclosures Act —

Allowed Lords of the Manor
to enclose common land
{provided that sufficient

as manarialwaste

Enable lo@isto manage
commaonsrightson land seen

pastureremained for tenants)

Was aimed at securing
total enclosure but protests

The 1876 Commons Act
Allowed for provision of

ensured itwas never fully
implemented

management and
regulation through
board of conservators

1946 Hill Farming Act
First grants avaikblefor
upland farmers

1958 Royal Commission
Report on Commaons
concludedthat | egislation
was required for
Registration, access and
management of commons

areas

1926-1950

1950- 1970

1949 Mational Parks and
Access to the Countryside Act
Gave national park status

to 80% upland commons

and introduced 555Fsthrough
nature conservation

1987 ESA launched
Gave funding for
protected upiand

1971-1990

2006 Commaons Act
commonsto be managed more
sustainably by commonersand
landow ners working together.
Allows for better protectionon
Commonsregarding works.

2000 - Present

1965 Commaons
Registration Act
Tried to ensure all
commaonswere
registered.

1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act
Strengthened the
power of 55585 and

2000 CROW Act

Gave Accessonfootto
all Registered Commaon
Land

protected species

2005 Environmental
Stewardship Scheme
Enabies landowners
and tenants to deliver
effective environmental
management commons.
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Highly Documented System of Governance

A Collection of Orders and Byelaws (i.e. Pains)
made at the Courts Baron for the Manor of
Aglionby in 1683 for the good Governance of the
said Manor, by John Aglionby Esq., Lord of the
said Manor, and of all the Tenants of the same,
testified by subscribing their names thereunto,
the excerpts begin at 1494



CHALLENGES

1. Commons depend on Commoning
2. Complexity demands CAP Flexibility

3. Motivate and Empower Commoners
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COMMONERS AND COMMON LAND OWNERS

PROVIDE REGULATE CREATE & MAINTAIN
FOOD CARBON LANDSCAPE
BREEDING LIVESTOCK WATER FLOW & QUALITY TRADITION
WATER NUTRIENTS ACCESS & RECREATION
WOOD PRODUCTS COMMUNITIES

THESE ACTIONS DETERMINE THE RESULTING BIODIVERSITY AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESILIENCE ON COMMONS
WE AIM FOR BETTER OUTCOMES FOR ALL OUTPUTS THROUGH A PLACE BASED APPROACH TO DECISION MAKING
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WALES 2015 SURVEY: Are there younger graziers
(under 30 years old) who are not currently exercising
rights but intend to do so in the future?
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Attributes of Successful Commons

Q.
. .
Good Communication?
Respectful Attitudes -
Transparent Administration §

o

- -l
Payments Reflect Input T
Clarity on Rights Im cD
Agreed Outcomes=
. . = >
Fair Negotiations Established Networks

FOR Co,
ot Mty
zoé @o”’
P~ :
v (S

cal Knowledge

L




Commons diversity

Type

High Fell, Upland, Lowland,
Forest , Coast, Urban fringe

Scale Livestock

Large, medium, small, Sheep, cattle, horses,
separate, contiguous ponies,

Non grazier interests

Sporting, minerals, MOD/
Defence, water catchment,
recreation




Legal Complexity on Common Land

NATIONAL LEGISLATION
SSSIs & SACc
Right to Roam
National Park

Commons
SAMs

STEWARDSHIP SCHEME & BPS




THE COMMONS REGISTER

Register of:ouo 1

RIGHTS SECTION—Sheet No. 1

Register unit No.

CL.56 o
Bdition No. .1 ;

See Overleat
for Notes

1

2

3 5

Name and address of every applicant for " 2
No. and date | No. and date | registration, and the capacity in which Particulars of the right of common, and of the land Particulars of the land (if any) to which
of entry of application | he applied over which it is exercisable the right is attached
1 679 The Lord Meyor, Aldermen and To graze:- Neddle Farm, Bampton Westmorland shown coloured blue on
27th October, [25th June, | Citizens of the City of Manchester| (a) 5000 sheep the supplemental maps bearing the number of registration
1560 1968 Town Hall, Manchester 2. Owners. (b) 30 head of cattle and entry Noi 19 in the rights section of register unit No.
hﬁl’w (c) 6 horses together with the right of estovers : CL.85.
over the whols of the land comprised in this
register unit together with the whole of the
land comprised in register No. C.L.85.
; Regisbration—provisionel)
2 690 The Lord Mayor, Aldermen and To graze:- Swindale Farm, Shap, Westmorland comprising the land
20nd April,70 [25th June, | Citizens of the City of Manchester (a) 1700 sheep with their followers shown coloured blue on the supplemental map bearing the
Qe ol Jowrn 2 t e,
Mi:;u)- 1968 Owners. James Edward Raine, Swin- [ (b) 30 head of cattlewith their followers and number of entry No. 14 in the rights section of register
o dale Foot, Shap, Westmorland. (¢) 5 horses with their followers, together with unit No. CL.56
Tenant. i b the right of estovers over the whole of the
land comprised in this register unit together
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PILLAR 1: BASIC PAYMENT ON COMMONS

Moorland £51/ha COMMON
AREA

(remove PIFs)

Joint Liability for Commoner Claims
Cross Compliance Individually
Grazier must have 1 Al d'.VIded
entitlement for each g SEEEE I
CLAIMED rights on
ha common S :
Commons Register
I |

Lowland £178/ha




PILLAR 2: STEWARDSHIP (£23-100/ha)

Commons Association

Commoners

Former Non- New

Graziers : : : Land Sporting
graziers | graziers | graziers




COMMONERS MOTIVATION
LAKE DISTRICT

Livelihood&

Generations of kﬂOWlEdge Diversification is necessar y
We want the fells actively used

I.IVEStOC k Farming is a hfestyle y ape grazing

Doestt pay enough for young AGFI-€NVIrONMENt IS SISNIFICANE y, st sreprrdsoofen

Far fower graziers Schemes impact finances, It is what ['ve always done
Peace and quiet - continuity Hefting is at righ-—-==" e

Sheep dont pay No headage affects decisions

Finances affects choices |
Sense of helongingStewardship for next generation
Views and open spaces We would like more sheep

Stock calendar is inflexib




COMMONERS MOTIVATION

WALES
bracken common
control
environmental EWeS exira farm
financia[ flock graziers
grazing habitat
hefted nil keep
lambs Ian.d
maintain  management
rights scrub
sheep .. stock summer

tradition welfare



PUBLIC GOODS MOTIVATION

Environment&
Vegetation has improved
it is the farmers who manage the landscape Dogs are a problem disturbing sheep
Differing Perceptions - farmers and NE / Government
e There will always be localised over grazing NE staff are dictated to by national targets
Stock Numbers too low - undergrazed Commoners focus on environmental benefits for sheep farming

We don't understand what vegetation they are looking for!e et s ettt

===t hag worked for hundreds of years ~Keep the Countryside Tidy for Visitors

NE don't know what they are asking for Woodlands are alien - fence off shelter / fence problems * ifencat sheep numbers esultin drft o sheep
Sheep are important for a_llowing walkers access Woodlan_ds will provide shelter / be acceptable E S A / H I- S - d
Ask Farmers how to do it Sheep are important for controlling scrub problem with caterpillars I S go 0

NE staff vary in how they relate tous - Good officers make a difference
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Managing change on commons
Bracken distribution - slope

Showing the distribution of
bracken within the Black Mountains
between flat ground <20° and

steep ground >20°

* Steep slopes (>20°) 1893ha

* Flatter ground (<20°) with 2006ha

- i Moddir gan
%:;:' fj’::" Lywodraeth Cymru
Sparsared by
Welsh Government




Bracken a cost or a benefit

SENSE

GARDEN PRODUCTS

Aspecial blend of composted bracken from
Gower commons and manure from local farms.

arbennig o redyn

A iwyd o
diroedd comin Gwyr a gwrtaith o flermydd lleol.

60 litres 60 litr




Challenges

1. Skilled & Active Commoners
2. Narrow Focus & Declining Payments

3. Motivating Delivery of Public Goods
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THANK YOU

JULIA AGLIONBY &
SION BRACKENBURY

www.foundationforcommonland.org.uk




