Common pastures in Croatian floodplains — oases of
cultural and natural heritage

Iris Benes, Brod Ecological Society — BED/ICCA Consortium
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Few facts and figures about Croatia — from the RDP -
statistics from 2008-2012

*Predominantly rural area - close to 80% of Croatia's land area, (EU -27 51,3%) covering 75,08% of total
population and 99,24% of total territory

*Average agricultural holding in Croatia utilises 5,6 ha of agricultural land — (EU -27 14,4 ha)

*52,5 % under 2 ha
89,4 % being less than 10 ha

«Categories of utilised land -

«arable land and gardens (67,9 %), - dominant crops maize, then wheat and barley
spermanent grasslands (26,0 %),

spermanent crops (5,9 %)

*Approximately 144.655 head of cattle were imported annually to Croatia and 18.245 exported

*Natura 2000 covers 36,67 % of land surface — and nearly one third of that is agricultural land

*Negative impact on social infrastructure - depopulation, the impact of the war and the long term economic crisis -
the employment rate in age15-64 in Croatia was 50,7 %






Flooded common grasslands of Sava river

Lonjsko Polje Nature Park 50,650 ha, is one of the
largest wetland areas in the entire Danubian basin.

The most significant ecological process in the
Lonjsko Polje Nature Park is flooding

In the area of the Park, approximately 12,000 ha are
used by all inhabitants to graze their livestock. Most
of these pastures are formally in the state ownership
but de facto managed by the local community through
the customary rules of common grazing. Highest

" concentration of indigenous breeds (horses, pigs,
cattle) in Croatia - a unique way of managing
pasturelands and are, at the same time, one of the
most important habitats for a large number of rare
and endangered plant and animal species.
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Outside Lonjsko polje Nature park there are many
similar landscapes along Sava River

- Outside Lonjsko polje Nature park there are many
similar landscapes along Sava River



Biggest threat is
Amorpha fruticosa
— invasive plant
specie
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Case study - GAJNA
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Late Bronze Age




Indigenous and protected breeds — best caretakers of the pasture — low input, high

Slavonian
Syrmium
Podolian
Cattle
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Gajna - Pool ot biodiversity- Networks — Emerald,

Sand martin — Riparia riparia

Four leaf clover— Marsilea quadrifolia — EU red list

Numerous
alluvial
depressions
harbour over 250
plant species of
marshy and
pasture flora. It
is important bird
feeding and fish
spawning area.

Black stork— Ciconia nigra
Invasive plant

species posses a
major threat,
particulary
Amorpha
fruticosa -
grazing is the
only efficient
way of
controlling it !!!
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Pasnjacka zajednica osnivanje 25.02.2012.
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o Gajna je €nklava obilja, dio nase
kulturne I prirodne bastine gdje stare
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pasmine Zive u skladu s divljim svijetom.
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